Attorney Docket No. 2735-001CIP 
What is claimed is: 

1 . A system for detecting the pirating of a theatrical experience comprising: 
■ a sensor arranged spatially proximate to the area wherein the theatrical 

experience is taking place and connected to a network; 

the sensor adapted to sense an auto focus emission from an imaging 
system and to send a signal in the event an auto focus emission is received; 

a processor connected to the network and adapted to receive the signal 
from the sensor and to initiate a warning if the signal is received. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the area wherein the theatrical experience 
is taking place is a room and the sensor is located on the interior walls defining 
the room. 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the area wherein the theatrical experience 
is taking place is an outdoor theater and the sensor is mounted on structures 
arranged spatially so as to surround a space occupied by an audience. 

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the processor comprises a computer 
program for determining the location of the imaging system from which the 
emission emanates. 

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the sensor is further adapted to receive 
radio frequency emissions from an imaging system. 

6. The system of claim 5 wherein the sensor adapted to receive radio 
frequency emissions is located in audience seating fixtures. 
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7. A method of detecting the pirating of a theatrical experience comprising a 
sensor located proximate to the area in which the theatrical experience is taking 
place, the method comprising: 

receiving at the sensor auto focus emissions from an imaging system; 

receiving at a processor the output of the sensor; 

initiating an alarm if auto focus emissions from an imaging system are 

detected. 

8. The method as in claim 7 further comprising receiving at the sensor radio 
frequency emissions of an imaging system. 

9. The method as in claim 7 wherein the method further comprises 
determining the location of the source of auto focus emissions received by the 
sensor. 

10. A method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience wherein a 
thwarting signal generator is located proximate to the area in which a theatrical 
experience is taking place, the method comprising emitting a thwarting signal that 
is visible to an imaging system but that is not visible to the human eye. 

1 1 . The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 1 0 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal that is visible to an imaging system but that is 
not visible to the human eye comprises emitting a thwarting signal that is in the 
infrared region of the spectrum. 

12. The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 10 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal that is visible to an imaging system but that is 
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not visible to the human eye comprises emitting a thwarting signal is a short 
duration visible light signal not visible to the human eye. 

13. The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 10 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal comprises emitting the thwarting signal from a 
thwarting signal generator attached to on-stage equipment. 

14. The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 1 0 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal comprises emitting the thwarting signal from a 
thwarting signal generator attached to the periphery of a stage. 

15. The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 10 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal comprises emitting the thwarting signal from a 
thwarting signal generator positioned behind a screen. 

1 6. The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 1 0 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal that is visible to an imaging system comprises 
emitting a thwarting signal to a still photo camera. 

1 7. The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 1 0 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal that is visible to an imaging system comprises 
emitting a thwarting signal to a moving picture camera. 

18. The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 10 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal that is visible to an imaging system comprises 
emitting a thwarting signal to a CCD array camera. 

19. The method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience of claim 10 
wherein emitting a thwarting signal that is visible to an imaging system comprises 
emitting a thwarting signal to an imaging cellular telephone. 
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20. A method of thwarting the pirating of a theatrical experience comprising: 
a plurality of thwarting signal generators located proximate to the area in which 
the theatrical experience is taking place, the method comprising emitting a 
thwarting signal that is detectable by an auto focus system of an imaging system 
but that is not visible to the human eye. 
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